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The Board of Directors
of the
American Helicopter Society
hereby ackiowledges the establishment of the

JAPAN CHAPTER

To meet thegoals and objectives of the by-laws;
for the purpose of advancing the practice and
application of the science of helicopters and
other aircraft developed in the area of Vertical

Talke-Off and Landing (VTOL) devices.

Signed this fifteentlt day of December
nineteen hunedred and eighty-nine
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In 1962, the Chief of Naval Operations ordered a few helicopters converted for mine
countermeasures development. The tandem rotor Boeing Vertol CH-46A was the first
choice, but with Marine Corps needing new transports, there were no CH-46s available
for airborne mine countermeasures. (Years later, Japan practiced AMCM with the
Kawasaki VERTOL KV-1071-3.)

The Sikorsky HSS-2 Sea King became the first minesweeping helicopter in the US fleet
in 1965. Towing sweep gear, the Sea King frequently broke tail rotors and rapidly

wore out engines and dynamic components. Sikorsky engineers calculated each hour of



tow was equal to eight hours’ normal flying and reduced overhaul intervals
accordingly.

In 1971, the Navy formed its first dedicated Helicopter Mine Countermeasures
squadron HM-12 with 15 CH-53As.

Despite their effectiveness, dedicated HM squadrons and their aircraft are
expensive to maintain. The navy expects organic AMCM and SMCM to cut the cost of mine
countermeasures and make deployed forces more self-sufficient.
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AHS Membership Application

To become a member of the American Helicopter Society please submit this form
with your annual dues payment. Your membership will begin the&nbsp;day your
payment is received and processed.

AHS Dues Regular - US and Canada $60.00

Regular - International $80.00

Miltary Personnel $35.00

Retired over 60 $35.00

Student - US and Canada $25.00

Student - International $45.00

Journal of the American Helicopter Society (optional) $15.00
VFF Scholarship Contribution (optional) $10.00

Send to:

American Helicopter Society 217 N. Washington Street Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 684-6777 FAX: (703) 739-9279

Name (First, Middle Initial, Last):

Street Address:

City, State, Country, Zip:

Telephone # (office/home):

Fax #:

Employer/College:

Job Title:

Birthdate(mm/dd/yyyy):

email address;

Applicable AHS Dues:

Sponsor:

Credit Card Number (MasterCard/Visa/American Express)
Exp. Date:

Applicant's Signature Date:
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